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Cerignola, Italy April 1943- October 1945
Air Combat- Germany, Austria, The Balkans
Prisoner of War - Germany, Poland

Pre-Introduction Background

January 1940- Graduated High School
Draft classification 1A. Military service deferred for care giving
and financial support of aged Grandmother who raised me and my
brothers.

Local Selective Service Board could no 1longer extend deferments
under mounting pressure to meet quotas for April 1943. Entered
active military service April 26, 1943.

Induction and Training

Concluded Basic Training at Army Air Corp 1010*" Station, Atlantic
City, New Jersey. Appointed to the Army Specialist Training Unit, a
program designed by the Federal Government to train personnel for
post-war duty with the Armies of Occupation. The program abruptly
terminated with the escalation of German success in Aerial Warfare.
Funding for the ASTU was diverted to the priorities for training
replacements for combat crews lost to Luftwaffe aggression, as well
as for critical manufacture of new Bombers. Returned to Army Air
Corp for combat service with the 454" Heavy Bombardment Group,
Cerignola, Italy.

Fall of 1944

Cerignola, 1Italy is 1located near the seaport town of Bari in
Southern Italy. From there the 15 Air Force Groups flew aerial
missions to Germany, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Romania

where o0il refineries, seaports, munitions works, ball bearing
factories, communication centers and marshalling sites were
situated.

There were no “milk runs” involved. Every target was heavily
fortified from the ground by the most sophisticated batteries.
Veteran Luftwaffe fighter units lent further protection against our
B24’'s. Our Strategic Command, energized a daylight bombing campaign
designed to destroy enemy industrial capabilities and was making
tremendous and rapid advances by the middle of October through
early November 1944.



Aerial Missions

Air Combat is terrifying from take-off to returning to Base, if
you were so blessed. Among the 10 sorties I flew, 2 stand out as
the most fearful.

My first was to the o0il refineries at Odertal, northeast Germany
about a 2000 mile round trip from Cerignola. We lost our #4 engine
off the bomb run exposing us to intense fighter attack which we
fought through safely; however the alrcraft took heavy damage from
ground installations through loss of altitude by the impairment

of #4 engine.

Skillful piloting and our engineers adroit fuel transfers eventu-
ally brought us to friendly skies so we jettisoned everything
possible to implement a landing at Foggia. Then engine #3 that
controls the planes hydraulic system failed us. That meant we
were coming down with no Brakes or landing geas.

We belly-landed on the Foggia air-strip to the shrieking accompa-
niment of metal and steel crunch. And then nosed over with a
thunderous crash. Ten of us scrambled from the plane as ground
crews sped with fire fighting equipment to where we were. No one
wanted to look at that shattered wreckage. We all thanked God and
embraced each other.

Last Mission

November 11, 1944, Linz, Austria- petroleum storage sites. Within
one half hour of the Initial Point, we were forced to drop out of
formation and release our bomb-load as a result of heavy damage
inflicted on the aircraft by deadly anti-airceraft fire and aerial
attack.

While preparing to abandon the aircraft, I was pelted by a flak
bust and lacerated above the right eye, right hand, neck, and left
leg. Suddenly, the number 3 engine windmilled and before control
was restored, we had lost too much altitude to bail out. At that
point, and, as all flight-deck personnel were engaged in keeping
the plane aloft and on coursefor return to base, I was instructed
to check the after-section of the ailrcraft. No response could be
obtained from there on the intercom and it was vital to survival
of crew members to know that we were crash landing the aircraft

as soon as we cleared the Adriatic Sea. Hampered by the bleeding
from my brow and other wounds, I picked my way through the tangled
wreckage of the catwalk. Only two of the rest of our crew was
mobile. Others were either wounded or seriously injured when they
were hurled violently around the aircraft as it plummented from
altitude.



Limited by own injuries, I concentrated on lightening the plane

by jettisoning whatever I could: guns, ammunition, flak jackets
and helmets, parachutes, etc., then helped the disabled into their
ditching positions. I barely had enough time to return to my own
forced landing position on the flight deck as the plane neared
ground level.

Running on just two out of four engines, the pilots make a skillful
landing in a rough area of farmland near Trieste, Italy. The
impact miraculously threw the pilot, copilot, navigator, and
hombardier c¢lear. The f£light deck and tail section were split away
from the main fuselage. Most other crew members and I were trapped
in the wreckage. 1 managed to get myself out of the aircraft and
then helped to extricate the others. I had a chance to escape into
the woods and meke it back to safety but instead I stayed with the
injured, tending to them as well as I could. The pilot of the
ailrcraft was seriously wounded and I did everything that I possibly
could to help him. Unfortunately, he died shortly after the crash.

Captivity

The Germans were on the scene within a half hour. They had seen

the plane going down. The badly wounded, dead, and dying were taken
away. I received first aid and was taken to a German post about
thirty miles from the crash site. The next day, I was driven to a
rail station in the Udine Valley and shackled to a train seat under
armed guard until we reached Frankfort. Since Frankfort was an
interrogation center and prison,only token food was provided and even
water was tightly rationed. 1 was closely interrogated and kept in
solitary confinement for about eight to ten days. At the end of the
stay, I was transported to a prison camp a little northeast of
Stettin (Cazezecin-Polish). I was in that camp for about five weeks.
Mashal Zuhkov's Armies were in a sweeping offensive from the East.

When worxrd came that Russian forces were getting very close, the
Germans abandoned the camp, took us under close guard and force-
marched us in many different directions sco as to make our destination
unknown and unpredictable. We barely had any food and had to sleep
outdoors on the ground most of the time. There was no means of
sanitation, no change of clothing. Illness and death were steady
companions.



Liberation

When I was liberated by United States and British forces on
May 3, 1945 outside of Lubeck, Germany, I had marched anywhere
from one thousand to one thousand two hundred miles during the
worst European Winter in twenty years.

We received medical care enroute between Luneberyg, Germany and
our embarkation point, Le Havre, France. A Liberty Ship took
us across the Atlantic to Boston. Then we went home.

Epilogue

There cannot be an evil greater than War. Inhumanity at its worst!
The just War is that forced upon us by men of implacable evil.

The appendix reproduces an article from a High School publication
of the late 1900's that sought to revive a conciousness of all
American's sacrifice in a war period and the tragic necessityof a
just war. Hopefully some editing mishaps can be pardoned by the
zeal that produced them in meeting the intentions of the project:

Bari, Italy - Linz, Austria
Tmrieste, Ttaly and Yugoslavia
Z=tettin, Polish Corridor - Prisoners Camp

VINCENT J. MURDOCH
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\/'lnccnt J. Murdoch went into military service when he was
just over 21. Family dependency had delayed his induction to
that point. He answered the eventual draft. “It was a call to serve.
QOur nation was at war and most of us had the sense that not only
was the country threatened, but so also was life in this world as
we knew it.”

Mr. Murdoch said it was not easy becoming a soldier.
“Regimentation takes getting used to; but as with all things in life
you must look beyond self. Sure I preferred civilian living; I soon
learned that I was not unique, What I was doing along with mil-
lions of others in the Armed Forces was for a noble purpose. [ sup-
pose our enemies likewise felt their cause was admirable. As histo-
ry demonstrates, though, they were the driven products of evil
totalitarian leaders bent on inhuman conquest of the world.”

Mr. Murdoch was trained for combat duty in the Army Air
Corp and flew as a nose-gunner in the 454th Heavy
Bombardment Group, a B24 liberator unit of the 15th Air Force
stationed near Bra, Iraly. Targets of the 15th were: oil refineries,
seaports, munitions and ball bearing factories, communication
centers, and railway marshaling yards in Germany, Austria,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Romania. On his last aerial mission

"to Liz, Austria, his bomber was severely damaged by ground fire
and fighter artack forcing a crash-landing near Truest, a city bor-
dering Italy and Yugoslavia. He and other surviving crew members
were taken prisoner and were held briefly in Staling Lust 4, locat-
ed near Setting in the Polish Corridor. When the Russians began
their winter offensive from the East, all prison camps were aban-
doned as German forces fled their bitter enemy,

For nearly six months, Mr. Murdoch along with other cap-
tured personnel were on close guard and forced to march through
the harsh winter months of 1944-1945 without the barest necessi-
ties for survival - food, clothing, shelter. The march through parts
of Poland and Germany covered over 1000 miles. Finally in May
of 1945 combined British and American Armored Divisions
reached them. They were liberated and returned to Allied Military
control in early June 1945,

When asked if it had all been worth it, Mr. Murdoch said
that being part of the final Victory was enough satisfaction for any
man; however he would always be immensely gratified. In addi-
tion, knowing that the first-aid he provided for some of his
wouhded or injured crew members, when their plane crashed, was
probably instrumental in saving their lives. Mr. Murdoch's service
awards include the Purple Heart, Air Medal, and WW2 Victory
decorations. He left service as a sergeant in October 1945.

Questioned about the Atomic attack on Japan, Mr. Murdoch
maintained that it was a militarily strategic measure to curtail fur-
ther incalculable casualties and bring the war to a swift conclusion.
“Our victory crushed a totalitarian threat to the world and pre-
served our way of life in the United States. We shared the convic-
tion that while our demacratic government system has its imper-
fections, it is second to none.”

Mrt. Murdoch has been through many parts of the world.
He says there is no match for our nation for living conditions and
our Long Island is a beautiful, terrific place to call home.

Interviewed by: Bart Allen

“Our victory crushed a totalitarian threat to
the world and preserved our way of life in the
United States. We shared the conviction that
while our democratic government system has its
imperfections, it is second to none.”
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