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Cerignola, Italy April 1943- October 1945 

Air Combat- Germany, Austria, The Balkans 

Prisoner of War – Germany, Poland 

Pre-Introduction Background  

January 1940- Graduated High School  

Draft classification 1A. Military service deferred for care giving 

and financial support of aged Grandmother who raised me and my 

brothers.  

Local Selective Service Board could no longer extend deferments 

under mounting pressure to meet quotas for April 1943. Entered 

active military service April 26, 1943.  

Induction and Training  

Concluded Basic Training at Army Air Corp 1010th Station, Atlantic 

City, New Jersey. Appointed to the Army Specialist Training Unit, a 

program designed by the Federal Government to train personnel for 

post-war duty with the Armies of Occupation. The program abruptly 

terminated with the escalation of German success in Aerial Warfare. 

Funding for the ASTU was diverted to the priorities for training 

replacements for combat crews lost to Luftwaffe aggression, as well 

as for critical manufacture of new Bombers. Returned to Army Air 

Corp for combat service with the 454th Heavy Bombardment Group, 

Cerignola, Italy.  

Fall of 1944 

Cerignola, Italy is located near the seaport town of Bari in 

Southern Italy. From there the 15th Air Force Groups flew aerial 

missions to Germany, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Romania 

where oil refineries, seaports, munitions works, ball bearing 

factories, communication centers and marshalling sites were 

situated.  

There were no “milk runs” involved. Every target was heavily 

fortified from the ground by the most sophisticated batteries. 

Veteran Luftwaffe fighter units lent further protection against our 

B24’s. Our Strategic Command, energized a daylight bombing campaign 

designed to destroy enemy industrial capabilities and was making 

tremendous and rapid advances by the middle of October through 

early November 1944.  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A e r i a l M i s s i o n s 

 

 
A i r  i s t e r r i f y i n g from t a k e - o f f t o r e t u r n i n g t o Base , i f 

you wer e s o b l e s s e d . Among  t h e 10 s o r t i e s I f l e w , 2 s t a n d ou t a s 

t h e most  f e a r f u l . 

 
My f i r s t was t o t h e o i l r e f i n e r i e s  a t     n o r t h e a s t Germany 

about a 2000 m i l e round   t r i p from C e r i g n o l a .   We l o s t ou r #4 engi n e 

o f f t h e bomb  r u n e x p o s i n g u s t o i n t e n s e f i g h t e r  a t t a c k w h i c h we 

f o u g h t  t h r o u g h s a f e l y ; however t h e a i r c r a f t t o o k  heavy    from 

ground   i n s t a l l a t i o n s t h r o u g h l o s s o f a l t i t u d e by t h e impairment 

of #4 e n g i n e . 

 
S k i l l f u l p i l o t i n g and ou r e n g i n e e r s a d r o i t f u e l t r a n s f e r s e v e n t u • 

a l l y b r o u g h t  u s t o f r i e n d l y s k i e s s o we j e t t i s o n e d  e v e r y t h i n g 

p o s s i b l e t o implement a l a n d i n g a t F o g g i a .  Then e n g i n e #3 t h a t 

c o n t r o l s t h e p l a n e s h y d r a u l i c s y s t e m f a i l e d  u s .   Tha t meant we 

were coming down w i t h no b r a k e s o r l a n d i n g 

 
We b e l l y - l a n d e d on t h e F o g g i a a i r - s t r i p  t o t h e s h r i e k i n g accompa• 

nimen t  o f m e t a l and s t e e l c r u n c h .  And t he n nosed o v e r w i t h a 

t h u n d e r o u s c r a s h . Te n o f u s s c r a m b l e d from t h e p l a n e a s ground 

c r e w s sped w i t h f i r e f i g h t i n g equipment   t o where we were.  No one 

wanted  t o look: a t    s h a t t e r e d wrec kag e . We a l l thanked God and 

embraced e a c h o t h e r . 

 

 
L a s t M i s s i o n 

 
November   11, 1944, L i n z , A u s t r i a - p e t r o l e u m s t o r a g e s i t e s .  W i t h i n 

one h a l f  hour o f t h e     P o i n t , we were f o r c e d  t o drop ou t of 

f o r m a t i o n   and r e l e a s e o u r bomb-load a s a r e s u l t o f heavy damage 

i n f l i c t e d   on t h e a i r c r a f t  by d e a d l y   f i r e and a e r i a l 

a t t a c k . 

 
W h i l e p r e p a r i n g t o abandon t h e a i r c r a f t , I was p e l t e d by a  f l a k 

and l a c e r a t e d above t h e r i g h t e y e , r i g h t hand, neck, and l e f t 

l e g .  Sudd enl y , t h e number 3 e n g i n e     and b e f o r e  c o n t r o l 

was r e s t o r e d , we ha d l o s t to o much a l t i t u d e t o b a i l o u t .  At t h a t 

p o i n t ,  and , a s a l l f l i g h t - d e c k p e r s o n n e l were engaged i n k e e p i n g t h 

e p l a n e a l o f t and on    r e t u r n t o b a s e , I was i n s t r u c t e d 

t o c h e c k  t h e   o f t h e a i r c r a f t .  No r e s p o n s e c o u l d be 

o b t a i n e d  from t h e r e on t h e i n t e r c o m and i t was v i t a l t o s u r v i v a l 

of cre w members t o know t h a t we were c r a s h l a n d i n g t h e a i r c r a f t 

as soon a s we c l e a r e d t h e A d r i a t i c Sea . Hampered by t h e b l e e d i n g 

from my brow and o t h e r wounds,  I p i c k e d my way t hrou g h t h e t a n g l e d 

w re c k ag e p f t h e c a t w a l k . Only two o f t h e r e s t o f our crew was 

m o b i l e . O t h e r s were e i t h e r wounded  o r s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d when  t h e y 

were h u r l e d v i o l e n t l y  around   t h e a i r c r a f t a s i t    from 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L i m i t e d  by   i n j u r i e s ,   I  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on   l i g h t e n i n g t h e p l a n e by  

j e t t i s o n i n g w h a t e v e r  I c o u l d : guns, ammunition , f l a k  j a c k e t s and  

h e l m e t s , p a r a c h u t e s ,  e t c . ,  t h e n h e l p e d the  d i s a b l e d  i n t o t h e i r 

d i t c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s . I b a r e l y had   enough ti m e to  r e t u r n t o   my   own 

f o r c e d l a n d i n g p o s i t i o n on  t h e  f l i g h t dec k as  t h e  p l a n e  n e a r e d 

ground  l e v e l . 

 
Runnin g  j u s t two  out  of  f o u r e n g i n e s , t h e p i l o t s make a  s k i l l f u l 

l a n d i n g i n a  ro ug h a r e a of  f a r m l a n d n e a r T r i e s t e , I t a l y . The 

i m p a c t m i r a c u l o u s l y  th r e w  t h e  p i l o t ,   c o p i l o t ,  n a v i g a t o r ,   and 

b o m b ar d i e r c l e a r .   The  f l i g h t  dec k and   t a i l  s e c t i o n  were s p l i t  away 

from t h e main f u s e l a g e .  Most o t h e r  cre w members and   I were  t r a p p e d 

i n t h e  w r e c k a g e .  I managed t o  g e t m y s e l f   out of t h e  a i r c r a f t and 

t h e n h e l p e d t o e x t r i c a t e t h e  o t h e r s .   I had   a c h a n c e t o  e s c a p e   i n t o 

t h e woods and     i t bac k t o  s a f e t y  but   i n s t e a d  I s t a y e d  w i t h   t h e 

i n j u r e d , t e n d i n g t o  them a s w e l l a s  I c o u l d .  The   p i l o t  of  t h e 

a i r c r a f t was   s e r i o u s l y wounded   and   I d i d e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t   I p o s s i b l y 

c o u l d  t o h e l p him.           he  d i e d s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  c r a s h . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Germans were on t h e s c e n e w i t h i n a h a l f hour . They had  s e e n 

t h e p l a n e  g o i n g down.  The       wounded, dead,  and  d y i n g were  t a k e n 

away.    I r e c e i v e d  f i r s t  a i d  and   was   t a k e n t o  a German p o s t  about t h i r t 

y  m i l e s  from  t h e  c r a s h  s i t e .  The  n e x t  day,   I was   d r i v e n t o  a r a i 

l s t a t i o n  i n t h e U d i n e V a l l e y  and   s h a c k l e d t o  a  t r a i n  s e a t  under 

armed g u a r d u n t i l we    r e a c h e d  F r a n k f o r t .   S i n c e  F r a n k f o r t was   an 

i n t e r r o g a t i o n  c e n t e r  and           t o k e n foo d was   p r o v i d e d  and  even 

w a t e r was   t i g h t l y r a t i o n e d .    I was  c l o s e l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and   k e p t  i n 

s o l i t a r y c o n f i n e m e n t   f o r about e i g h t  t o  t e n  d a y s .  At  t h e  end  of   t h e 

s t a y ,  I     t r a n s p o r t e d  t o a p r i s o n  camp a  l i t t l e n o r t h e a s t  of 

S t e t t i n ( C a z e z e c i n - P o l i s h ) . I was  i n t h a t camp f o r about f i v e weeks. 

Mas ha l Armie s were i n a  s w eep i n g o f f e n s i v e from the E a s t . 

 

 
When word came t h a t R u s s i a n  f o r c e s wer e g e t t i n g  v e r y c l o s e ,  t h e 

Germans abandoned t h e camp, took us   under c l o s e guar d  and  f o r c e - 

marched us  i n many d i f f e r e n t      s o  a s  t o  make our   d e s t i n a t i o n 

unknown and   u n p r e d i c t a b l e .  We  b a r e l y had  any  foo d and  had   to  s l e e p 

o u t d o o r s on   t h e  groun d most of  t h e t i m e .  T h e r e was   no  means   of 

s a n i t a t i o n ,  no  chang e of  c l o t h i n g .   I l l n e s s  and   d e a t h were   s t e a d y 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When  I was l i b e r a t e d by U n i t e d S t a t e s and B r i t i s h f o r c e s  on 

May 3,       o u t s i d e  o f                     I had marched  anywhere 

from one t h o u s a n d t o one t h o u s a n d two hundred m i l e s  d u r i n g t h e 

w o r s t Eur ope a n W i n t e r i n twent y  y e a r s . 

 
We r e c e i v e d m e d i c a l c a r e e n r o u t e between Lune ber g , Germany and 

our e m b a r k a t i o n p o i n t , L e Havre ,   A L i b e r t y  S h i p took 

us a c r o s s t h e A t l a n t i c  t o B o s t o n . Then we went home. 

 

 
E p i l o g u e 

 

 
T h e r e c a n n o t be an e v i l g r e a t e r t h a n War. I n h u m a n i t y a t i t s w o r s t ! 

The j u s t War i s t h a t f o r c e d upon u s by men o f i m p l a c a b l e e v i l . 

The a p p e n d i x r e p r o d u c e s an a r t i c l e from a Hig h S c h o o l p u b l i c a t i o n 

of t h e l a t e  t h a t sough t t o r e v i v e a c o n c i o u s n e s s o f a l l 

A m e r i c a n ' s s a c r i f i c e i n a war p e r i o d and t h e t r a g i c  a 

j u s t  w a r .   H o p e f u l l y some e d i t i n g  m i s h a p s  c a n be pardoned by t h e 

z e a l  t h a t p r o d u c e d them i n m e e t i n g t h e i n t e n t i o n s o f t h e p r o j e c t ; 
 

 
 
 

I t a l y - L i n z , A u s t r i a 

T r i e s t e , I t a l y and Y u g o s l a v i a 

S t e t t i n , P o l i s h C o r r i d o r - P r i s o n e r s Camp 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VINCENT J . MURDOCH 

 










