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737TH BOMBARTHEN T SOUADRON (H), AAF

_LShTH BOMBARYMENT GHOUP- (H), AtF - . - T
o 5207 - TS Ay I

CHBAMNARTERS . G/micjelm - . .

19 Jenmary 1945

©. . Before the la¥iding which resuited in the accldent in guesbion we had . .
been caubioned by the tower that.there was a strong éyoss wind, -Mnafl - o
" - pf this fact we established a bame Yeg and approach which gave us' plenty - -

V. of ¥ime to compenate for drift, - The check list was used and the nBefore ~ -
. Tanting" sechion compleied as we' turned oh-the aporoach. - As we neared the |

~ ground the aircraft was making good a track stroight down the center of the .
yrumiay, The engineer was ealling off:the sirspeed which remained between -
130 and 135 wntil just befors the fare-out at which time. it statted to. . -

 decrease and it appeaved as though the Janding would be.good; with the madn . -
gear touching tomard the ‘sofith end of the mat.- As the gear.ms adoub’de .- . -

. gontacs the, ground the Piloh kicked out the- creb and the airpiane touched
- 4in.a line almost parallel with the rumey and ‘approxinately ‘in.the :center

" of the runway, Vhile the airerath was. still Light the oross wind: caught :I.t o

and forced it to the 1eft side of the. rurmay where the 18ff gear ran through o
a muddy section of the. landing. sbrip. 'The Pilot applied'pomr’and rudder -
to try to bring the plane back Yo' the center of the girip and when both. ..
‘failed and Bhe ajreraft continuved to pill off the rumidy biakes were .,
applied. About this time the Lleft maln.gerd struck an excephionally

. spot and swerved the aircraft to.the left vrealcing off the 161t gesr,

" eellapsing the nose-whsel and. ghesring mumber one (1) dnd two (2) propellers. :

" . pelly and came to @ stop 2t which

" As soon as the sireraft sterted %o swerve 1 cut bhe switchas; Pirst bhs .. - -

. crash bar, -then the battery and mag.switches. After the left main-pgedy .
.nose-whesl broke off the zireraft skidded sidewdys on the fight 'gedir.énd - " " .
‘Find we quickly abandoried’ the ship ‘thra the -

AT E. GRARAN, . -
- 1=t Lt,, Adr Corps, .

" walst windows and top hatch. o .
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